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Graduate jObS dream moves Closer
as construction begins on Monaghan
BioConnect research facility
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The long-held ambition of
significant high-value gradu-
ate employment being avail-
able on the doorstep of Co
Monaghan third level stu-
dents moved a step closer to
realisation on Monday with a
formal ceremony to mark the
commencement of construc-
tion of the BioConnect Re-
search and Innovation
Centre at Knockaconny on
the outskirts of Monaghan
Town.

“Once complete, the new re-
search centre will create hun-
dreds of skilled jobs locally and
will drive collaboration, innova-
tion and research that will en-
sure Co Monaghan has a
competitive advantage and will
be at the cutting edge of food
research nationally and inter-
nationally,” stated Minister for
Rural and Community Devel-
opment and Minister for Social
Protection Heather
Humphreys.

The Cavan/Monaghan TD
performed the sod-turning rit-
ual at what BioConnect Chief
Execulive Dave Macauley de-
scribed as the inauguration of
the €7 million project, which
took place adjacent to the
1,636 square metre construc-
tion site on the Armagh Road
and was attended by other na-
tional and local political repre-
sentatives from the
constituency and leading exec-
utives of Enterprise Ireland.

Matt Carthy TD and Senator
Robbie Gallagher were in at-
tendance, along with Cathaoir-
leach of Monaghan Co Council
Aidan Campbell and Mon-
aghan  Municipal  District
Cathaoirleach David Maxwell.
Councillors Cathy Bennett,
Brian McKenna and Raymond
Aughey were also present, as
were Monaghan Co Council Di-
rectors of Services John Mur-
ray and Cathal Flynn, and the
local authorily’s Financial Man-
agement Accountant Olga Mc-
Connon.

Kells-based Midland Con-
struction are carrying out the
construction contract, which is
expected to be completed
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Heather Humphreys, TD - Minister of Social Protection, Community and Rural Development
and the Islands, as she cut the sod for the new BioConnect centre in Monaghan Town, with
Senator Robbie Gallagher, Matt Carthy TD and Clir Aidan Campbell, Cathaoirleach, Monaghan
County Council. Photo Rory Geary

within 50 weeks.

Up to 125 jobs are expected
to be delivered in the first
phase of the development.

In his remarks introducing the
brief formalities, Mr Macauley
paid trlbute to Minister
Humphreys for the significant
funding contribution she had
facilitated for the project when
Minister for Business.

The €5 million then acquired
from Enterprise Ireland’s Re-
glonal Enterprise Development
Fund was bolstered by an im-
portant local authority commit-
ment, with the members of the
Monaghan Municipal District
voting to make a substantial al-
location of €375,000 from the
discretionary funding it re-
ceives as a result of the Local
Property Tax.

Minister Humphreys on Mon-
day pointed out that the project
would bring together a cluster
of household names in the

agri-food  sector including
Lakeland Dairies, Manor Farm,
Bio- Marine Ingredients, Silver
Hill Food and Herbal Crest and
allow them to partner on ambi-
tious research agendas with
leading academic partners
such as Queen’s University, Ul-
ster University, Letterkenny
and Dundalk Institutes of Tech-
nology, and Monaghan Insti-
tute.

Speaking to the Northern
Standard, she recalled the gen-
esis of the project at a meeting
she had convened when Busi-
ness Minister with Monaghan
Co Council Chief Executive
Eamonn O'Sullivan and Direc-
tor of Services Paul Clifford,
Enterprise Ireland ' Regional
Manager for the North East
Aidan McKenna and other en-
terprise stakeholders in the
county to discuss means of ad-
vancing the county’s economic
development.

Minister Humphreys de-
scribed the contribution of
Monaghan Mushrooms
founder Ronnie Wilson to the
BioConnect concept as “vision-
ary", and praised the abiding
commitment to the project of
senior Co Councll executive of-
ficer Paul Clifford, who is cur-
rently serving as Deputy Chief
Executive of the local authority.
She also commended the
members of the Monaghan
Municipal District on voting to
back the project financially.

“Only by everyone working to-
gether can we achieve these
successes, and today is a
great day for the county,” Min-
ister Humphreys stated.

“Bio-Connect will provide
high-value employment for Co
Monaghan young people
emerging from university with
qualifications in the relevant
sciences.”

Continued on page 2.
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Continued from page 1.
The Minister noted that BioConnect would
form part of a satellite of enterprise cultiva-
tion facilities at various stages of develop-
ment in the county — including the new
Castleblayney Enterprise Centre, the
Ballybay Food Hub, the recently completed
IDA Advance Technology Building at
Knockaconny and the pending C-Tek Il de-
velopment in Carrickmacross — which she
firmly believed would play a guiding role in
the evolution of the Co Monaghan econ-
omy as the 21¢ century progressed to-
wards maturation.

“These projects take time to come to
fruition,” she noted. ‘It has faken three
years from concept stage to the turning of
the sod for BioConnect this morning, but
the benefits of all these initiatives will be
reaped in the years to come when we see
our highly qualified young people enjoying
the opportunity to work in the career of
their choice in their home county.”

Senator Robbie Gallagher told the North-
ern Standard that the commencement of
construction on the research centre was a
very positive development for Co Mon-
aghan.

“I want to cornmend all the local busi-
nesses whose input has shaped the Bio-
Connect concept and will have a key
guiding role on the direction of its activities
in the years ahead,” the.Senator stated.
“The co-operation-and vision of local enter-
prise leaders has moved this exciting con-
cept forward and made it a reality.

“And the members of the Monaghan Mu-
nicipal District also deserve commendation
for backing the project with a very signifi-
cant allocation from their LPT funding. The
commitment to the project by Monaghan
Co Council has also been extremely im-

' portant.”

Municipal: District Councillor David
Maxwell said that when he first entered
politics in 2004 a chief concern of his was
the number of young people leaving Co

Monaghan to get university education but
who had no jobs to come back to that re-
flected the qualifications they were obtain-
ing.

“Now, in two-three years, we will have as
many as 130 graduate jobs at BioConnect
which our young graduates can compete
for and avail of, and | hope this is just the
start of developments in the local economy
that will see a wide range of employment
available locally that is commensurate with
the qualifications that young Co Monaghan
people emerge from third level education
with.

“} want to thank my fellow members of the
Monaghan MD who voted €375,000 from
LPT revenue towards the project, and all
the local businesses and food enterprises
who have played a pivotal role in bringing
this research and innovation facility to its
current exciting stage, with construction
slarting on a state of the art building that
will hopefully deliver many top quality grad-
uate jobs going forward.”

IMPORTANT PROJECT
Enterprise Ireland Regional Manager for
the North East, Aidan McKenna told the
Northern Standard that his organisation
was proud to back “this important project”.

“The BioConnect Innovation Centre
draws on the strong agri-food reputation of
Co Monaghan and the north-east region,”
Mr McKenna stated.

“The centre will be a focus for innovation
in the rapidly evolving agri-food business
and .ensure that our producers and en-
trepreneurs are at the leading edge of sus-
tainable food production into the future.”

BioConnect board member and Deputy
Chief Executive of the Co Council Paul
Clifford stressed the strategic importance
of the project.

“Monaghan Co Council is delighted to see
works commence on this ground-breaking
project, with Monaghan Mushrooms, En-
terprise Ireland and all our commercial and
academic partners.

“We hope that the BioConnect Innovation
and Research Centre will create the plat-
form for regional transformation, support-
ing biotechnology research and providing
opportunities for graduate employment.
The centre will help companies throughout
the region meet competitive challenges
and develop enhanced new products for
global markets.”

Director Thomas Stronge said his Mid-
land Construction company was delighted
to have won the main building contract for
what was a very presligious development.

“We are looking forward to working with
local businesses to provide a global centre
for cuttmg-edge research and develop-
ment,” Mr Stronge stated, adding that he
hoped to hand over the finished building at
the end of 2022,

BioConnect Chief Executive David
Macauley said Midland Construction was
a progressive and high quality Irish com-
pany and he had been delighted to see it
win the public tender to construct the facil-
ity.

“Midland have shown a real enthusiasm
and passion for the project in the face of a
very difficult 2021 for the construction in-
dustry in Ireland,” Mr Macauley remarked.

“They have demonstrated a steadfast
focus on getting the project to this critical
stage in a spirit of true partnership with the
design team.”

Mr Macauley took the opportunity to en-
courage entrepreneurs, investors and ex-
isting businesses to make contact with him
directly to explore how BioConnect could
support their “vision for growth, new prod-
uct development and novel opportunities.”

Mr Macauley can be reached by email at
david@bioconnectireland.com or on 087
359 4944,

In addition, BioConnect hosts a Discord
communication platform and operates the
website www.bioconnectireland.com.
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